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Brazilian peppertree (Schinus terebinthifolius Raddi; Anacardiaceae) is a woody
shrub that has been widely introduced and is naturalized in over 20 countries (Ewel et
al. 1982), Schinus lerebinthifoliug has attained weed status in many areas outside its
native range of Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil. In south Florida, 8. terebinthifolius
is an aggressive invader in a variety of habitats, especially those that have been dis-
turbed by burning, clearcutting or natural disruptions such as hurricanes {Alexander &
Crook 1973).

Schinus terebinthifolius is presently under investigation to determine the potential
for biological control in Florida with insects or other arthropod control agents (Bennett
et al, in press). Previous surveys of the arthropod fauna on 8. terebinthifolius in Florida
have resulted in a relatively low proportion (40%) of foliage consuming arthropods
(Ewel et al. 1982, Cassani 1986). Many of these were collected as adults and represent
only incidental associations.

Periodie surveys of the arthropod fauna on §. terebinthifolius in south Florida during
the period 1986-1988 have resulted in several new insect records on S. ferebinthifolius.
These records represent the first association of foliage consuming Lepidoptera on S.
terebinthifolius in Florida. A list of Lepidoptera species collected on 8. ferebinthifolius
and related phenological information is presented in Table 1. Schinus terebinthifolius
represents a new host record for all species involved and is apparently the only host
record for Paectes obrotunde {Gn.) and Protambulyx carteri (R & J).

[ . ne— ' [



“Teyn i Ul passasard aeare) ‘noisope 325,

[in]
= 88-X-80 88-X1-8% i BALY[ 88-XT1-Z1 (LM Dunss0s Dpoufym g
L8-111-82 LS4 o n "
L8 11I-92 LB-ITI-8T p ” "
L8-AT-50 18-111-62 EIARI[APaSE BALE] LBITIH0 (49[eZ) srguawbno snuasndg
EPIILIIO,
o8- 11%X-1¢ g8 1TX-90 BIARI] BATE] a’-11X-10 T sprbips TAMQUIvIOLT
P 98-X162 98- TITA-TE 8aARI] BaLe| 98-TITABI Y wap2 Thmqunosd
sepduydg
28-X1-62 88-X1-61 ganed] LIS L | 88-X1-21 (1s[0H) stporosnfigo Dy
sepRIlg
& 98-X142 98-XT-80 . v a
m P 98-X1-22 98-X1-50 89AB9] BAKE] 98- T1IA-81 ("UD) BPUN0GO 823090
s paziyiseted u p 18-X81
'z & 18-X-92 L8Y-90 u . 18XT¥E
o & 18%X-81 L87X90 p ” 18-X18%
m & L8-X-60 L8-X18Z v " “
= P 18%-90 L8XT-18 ,. u LeXI-81
2 & 18-X-90 18-XI-62 82483 eale] L8-X1-91 (‘un) £3p10)0180LqD 531000
nm 2EPINION
— #98-X-F1 23483 sdda ¢8-X-60 (" WRD) vapRLje 2UIRS
2EPIPCIBULT
L8-IX-30 — i ednd 18-X-82 “ds meac00jo
18-AI62 —
18-AI90 —
LEIIT-08 Le-11I-61 BIARD| PEIP agarep LEIIIH0 Hoong s0flu30q0Lis SISDGOISDIY
sEplEeqojeely
padiowmyg Funedng UOIE0SeY adelg PRIBII0D €XB],
(s)ane(] (s)e18( (s)a1R(]
'YAIgo14

HLOOB NI S/MMNTOSTHINIGINEL SANIHIS NO JALDATIO)N YHALJOAIdAT OL DNINIVIMEd VIVAd AHOLVIOHVT ANV JTdl4 "1 ATAVL



716 Florida Entomologist 72(4) December, 1989

Paecles abrostoloides (Gn.} was the most common species encountered. It is more
frequently found associated with sweetgum (Liguidambar styracifiua) (Kimball 1965),
and is occasionally a significant pest of sweetgum in Louisiana (Solomon and Cook 1978),
Larvae of P'. obrotunda and P. abrostoloides feed on the tender apical leaves but cause
little damage because of their generally low overall density. One larva of P. abros-
toloides was parasitized by the tachinid fly Chefogena sp. A previously unidentified
Lepidoptera larva was found to be parasitized by the braconid Macrocentrus delicatus
Creason and adult emergence was prevented by the parasite. However, an identical
larva was reared on S. tervebinthifolius and identified at a later date from an adult
specimen as Tellula afrifaseialis (Hulst) (Table 1).

None of the remnaining Lepidoptera species collected on 8. terebinthifolius were
found to cause significant damage to the plant. Several species, such as Platynota
rostrana (Wik.), Tallula atrifascialis and Sibine stimulea (Clem.) represent somewhat
incidental associations with S. ferebinthifolius due to their polyphagous nature,

We thank the following for identifying or confirming the identity of our Lepidoptera
collections and associated parasites: D. Adamski, D. C. Ferguson, J. B. Heppner, P.
Marsh, R. W. Poole, and N. E. Woodley.
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